
3RD GRADE LIBRARY UNITS 

 

Introduction 
This year the students move from units based on great stories to working on projects.  In 

order to ease this transition, students get to create Shelf Markers. These are used to 

mark where they take books off of the shelves while checking out.  Then, if they don’t 

want the book they can put the book back in the right place.  These are used by the whole 

school throughout the year.  While they are doing this “fun” project they get to use the 

Library Catalog, think about adjectives and are briefly introduced to digital cameras. 

 

 Students also start checking out immediately.  In 3rd Grade they can start the year 

checking out three books.  They should bring their book(s) back each week on (or before) 

the day of their class so they can check out new books.  Their books are actually checked 

out for three weeks but we recommend renewing them weekly since it’s hard to keep track 

of how long the books have been checked out.   

 

THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS RIDE THROUGH THE LIBRARY 
Students will spend much of this year learning how to use the Library. 

 

The Fiction and Everybody Books or “How to Find Good Books in the Library” 
This is often a transitional year between simpler books to more complex chapter books.  

We begin the “Bus Ride Through the Library” by reviewing how to choose books 

(everything from genres to reading level to knowing how to decide if you think you’d like 

the book).   

 

Magazines 
We take a brief stop in the Magazine section learning how magazines are different than 

books. 

 

Computers 
We arrive in the Computer section next where students get to review using the Library 

Catalog again, the World Book Online, Culture Grams and other research resources. 

 

The Nonfiction and Reference Sections 
The bus spends a lot of time in these sections.  There are three main purposes for this:  1) 

Students are introduced to some wonderful Nonfiction books which they can read.  

Studies show that reading Nonfiction help students academically.  2)  Students learn about 

possible resources for future research projects.  Many teachers require both book and 

online resources.   3) They also learn some wonderful things about cultures, religions, 

science, art . . .  

 



We finish the Nonfiction section by focusing on the 900’s (History and Biography, 

Geography and Travel), working on a mini research unit.    

 
 


